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The Prompter. 





To be Continued TurEsDays and FRIDAYS, 





Tis fecond Life; It grows into the Soul. 


App. Cato. 





Tuespay, JUNE 24. 1735. 





merely to convince my Readers, 
5 that I amas willing to be prompted 
as to prompt; for Mr. Truelove has 
quite miftook the Senfe of the Pa- 
per he undertakes to anfwer, and 
is inconfiftent with himfelf in his 
own, as I fhall fhew by fome very 


few .Remarks on it. 





St. Fames’s, roth Fune, 1735. 


Mr. Prompter, 


] KNOW not whether Iam more pleas’d or pain’d 
* to find by your dgeroduction, N°. 63. that what 

ft in Converfation the Evening I enjoy’d your 
«“'Company, has given you an Opportunity to difplay 
“ your Sentiments of Love ina publick manner, Since 
“| approve one, and difapprove another Part of that 


¢ 
« 
<< 


© Paper; I have no particular Intereft, in publifhing 


“ my Opinion on that copiows Subject, beyond can- 
“‘vincing you (if fuch a Thing can be) of the Dif- 
“ ference between what you call Love, and whar I 
“ feel Ir to be. Efhall endeavour (if I can find Words 
“ toexprefs myfelf ) to define that DiftindZion between 
“ Tove and Humanity, which you have with fome 
“ Pains laboured to CEMENT ; and altho’ [ agree with 
“ you, that 2 human Heart only is the proper Bafis of 
© that Paffion, yet | hopel fhall be able to demon- 
“ ftrate, that the Tendereft Humanity alone is nct 
“Love, which you feem to affert. 

“ HuMANITY, as you have well defined it, is ot 
“ only a good Will to Mankind in general, but likewife 
“ is endow’d with a Senfation of the Pain of others, 
“ when affecting Circumftances move the Heart.— 
“ Whereas Love, when it deferves the Name, is ca- 
“ pable of exerting the whole Man without the Aid 
“ of the five Senfes. This, I confefs, I believe, will 
“ feem anew Doétrine to you, and perhaps may be fo. 
“But how to convey my Meaning palpably to you, is 
“ the Difficulty, fince THEY, and THEY ov/y, can 
“ diftinguifb, who have felt the Effects of that Paffion, 
“ whith is ineffable. All Sciezce isa Myftery to the 
“ Igzoraat, and can only be accommodated to their 
“Underftanding by Symbols : If I am fortunate 
* enough to chufe a proper one, to render myfelf in- 
. telligible to the Prompter, I am fatisfied. 

“ Our common Friend, tho’ then my Antagonitt, 
“ feems to think he has loved to the higheft Pitch, 
5 when, in Gratitude to the Object of his Defires, he 
4 eels an Unwillingnefs to give any Pain, by with- 

drawing his Heart (as you exprefs yourfelf ) and calls 
it Humanity to feem the Lover, when, in Fa&, he 
~ no further than feeling the humane Sentiment— 
« 218 Humanity likewife to confider the Object be- 
«loved, as the Circumftances of Fortune may afford 
an Opportunity of aiding what may be deficient 
, i Her’s. Tocarry this into Practice, emer in 
. &@ high Degree, from a Principle arifing from a Re- 
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flecticn, that ’tis neceffary to her Well-being, is, I 
readily confefs, Humanity, tender and laudable.— 
But at the fame time, infinitely fhort of true Love. 
When we really love, the Object of it neither varies 
nor palls our Appetite; both which Alterations, I 
fear, Pumani is very fubject to. The Heart that 
is actuated by the Impulfe of true Love, can feel no 
Pleafure beyond Complaifance, either in the Society 
or Fruition of any other Woman; and altho’ I am 
willing to allow for the Difference of wiry Src 
which may render one Man more fufceptible of the 
firft Impreffions of a beautiful or charming Perfo 
than another, yet [am fully fatisfied from my own 
long Experience, that Impreffion will not affec the 
Heart otherwife than to awaken the Idea of the be- 
loved Object, which inftantly prefents itfelf to you, 
and confequently fuppreffes thofe Inclinations that 
a ae would indulge. | : 
“ THE Lover, wpon vulgar Springs, as you call 
him, is very different from the trueLover, accord- 
ing to my Notions. - With the’ firft, frequent and 
long Familiatiry with the Object of his Defires, in- 
fallibly creates a Coolne/s, if not a Difguft — He is 
in Chafe after a Happinefs he has nor yet found, and 
vainly imagines Variety of Objects that pleafinely 
affect him will give—What One can only give. — 
From that ftrong Defire of Pleafure (call it Happi- 
nefs if you pleafe) that is implanted more or lef3 in 
every Man, he eagerly: purfues. rhofe Objects thar 
move that Defire, and is ever reftlefs till he has ar- 
tempted at leaft to gratify his Wifhes. The Favour 
granted, and frequently repeated, chil/s him.~~The 
fame Wifbes and Defires are again renew'd by the 
Sight of the zext mew pretty Objet ; again he en- 
joys, and again he cools, from the fame Caufe, ftill 
craving after Novelty, and ftill wnfatisfied with 1,— 
and infifts he feels the Power of Love energetically, 
—becaufe he is humane enough not willingly to give 
Pain.to any of thefe once dear, and furely deluded 
Creatures. : 
“ T once was young and amorous, from Conftitution 
prone to ftrong Inclinations, and’ liberally indulged 
my Tafte of Novelrys gps I then thought myfelf a 
Lover: Succefs in my Purfuits ftrengthened m 
Opinion; and having, by good’ Luck, a tolerable 
Share of your favourite Humanity, I enjoy’d a Plea- 
fure to myfelf, and gave the credulous. Fair ones 
very little Pain. — My Fortunes were fuch as gave 
me a Capacity to be very grateful, or (as you like 
the Term better) Aumane. This Scene of Life was 
agreeable, and I then thought no one a truer Lover 
than mylelf.—But how was it chang’d! How ona 
fudden i | —-Nove/ty had loft its Charms, and 
where I /ately beheld Beauty, I could now perceive 
none. — ‘The kind indulgent Fair ones that ‘fed to 
animate me with noble Ardour, had loft their Power, 
and I became, to my Surprize, almoft infenfible,— 
yet I ftruggled hard to conceal it, and'was fo humane 
to endeavour to force an Inclination which I affeéted 
for fome time.—Y oung as I was,theTask proved no, 
<3 Vv ery 
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very difficult, tat I perceiv’d, and then only began 
to perceive a Detire in my Soul, that ordinary Grati- 
fications wou’d not fatisfy.—I ave pyit a greater 
Loofe, and ftill the fame unfatisfactory Confequences 
enfued.— Still I perfifted, and {till ob¢ain’d not what 
I fought. In this uneafy Circumftance I often exa- 
mined into myfelf to find the Caufe of this Altera- 
tion,— and I obferv’d, that ever fince a Lady, an 
Acquaintance of my Sitter’s (who lived with me, 
and often vifited her) had frequented my Houfe, 
this odd Senfation had attack’d me : T folemnly de- 
Clare, I did not perceive any thing beautiful. in her 
Perfon, or Manner, but a fecret and undefcribable 
Pleafure held me, as in Chains, whenever I faw or 
convers’d with her, and as fire a Pain at parting: 
This was always the Cafe when and where-ever I faw 
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ceivable Alteration, till, at length, the not feeing her 
grew a Torment, and confequently a ftrong Defire of 
frequently vifiting her arg/e in me ; I indulg’d ir, and 
{till i¢ increafed, as the P/eafure did whenever I en- 
joy’d her Converfation. A thoufandand a thoufand 
__ times [ refolved to tell her the Effect of her Prefence, 
«, —— but I could not fpeak, but in Sighs, which the 
«. underftood riot.—She would fometimes ask me why 
_, Lfigh’d, — but as yet I could not tell her. Thus 
_. Was I fituated for two long Years, ftruggling in vain 
_.. to free myfelf; but it was impoflible ; I was but the 
“ more entangled. — Refolved at ty to convey my 
*< Senfations to the dear Object of all my Withes, 
“ Hopes, and Fears, a favourable Opportunity aided 
“« my Defigns, I spoke, I LovED, AND WAS BE- 
“ LOVED. 


“ Here, Mr. Prompter, began a Scene your ten- 
“ der Humanity only would have felt very little Plea- 
“ fure in: — For, tho’ our Vifits were more frequent 
“¢ and Jonger than before, they feegn’d not fo ; for we 
“ had ftill {ome tender Thing to fay at parting, which 
“© always was too foon. When abfent from her, my 


nA 


“ Thoughts would fuggeft to me the Exdearments of 


“ our /aft Meeting, and render even a fometimes very 


“ long Abfence pleafant, becaufe it was xeceffary : 


“ Asthe Pleafure her Prefence gave me was neither’ 


<< tumultuous nor violent, {o it was fincere and lafting, 
“ and my Mind was as clegantly entertained with what 
“ the faid, as my Senfes with their Share of the Ban- 
 guet. It was, and ftill is, our mutual Endeavour, 
“ to render ourfelves agreeable, rather by Acts of ten- 
“ der Friendjhips, thgn Profuftons of Words, and our 
“ %oys arife more from what We PERCEIVE than what 
“ we say. Our Minds are ove, our Thoughts and 
Aétions perfeétly agree, and the Union of our Bo- 
dies is not the Davee: but the Errecf of Love. 
“ Hence arifes that mutual Confidence in each other, 
“¢ that neither can fuppofe a Poffibility of Change. We 
“ communicate, Without Difguife, our Sentiments on 
“© every Subject, and think we can trace theC:ufes of 
“ unhappy Lovers in their Effects, which is a great 
“ Addition to our Happinefs, not perceiving the leaft 
“ Symptom of either in ourfelves. Jealoufy, that 
“ bitter Ingredientin ordinary Love, hath no Part 
“¢ with us; on the contrary, if by Chance fome other 
“ Fair one commend my Perfon or Addrefs, the is the 
“< firft, with Joy in her Eyes, to expre/s a Pleafure in 
* ‘being belov'd by one whom another may admire,and 
“ is convine’d, by what fhe feels herfelf, lam in Sym- 
“< pathy with her, and both confcious, that the Thought 
“¢ of murdering each other is not fo impracticable as 
“¢ the Poffibility either, of changing or cooling. We 
“ are, however, neither of us fo ignorant of human 
© Frailties, as to expect even Love itfelf to be oats 
“ free from them, and therefore mutually excufe eac 
“© other when they appear. We neither of us pretend 
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her,. and continued fo fome Years, without any per-" 


“ Tnfenfibility of the Force of Beauty, but agree, and 
© feel it goes not beyond the firft Impreffions, and find 
“ and own a great Pleafure, when thofe Impreffions 
“ revolve into their proper and deftined Channel. 
“TELL me then, good Mr. Prompterg if your Hu- 
 manity has found, and fix’d itfelf, on his one ha 
“ Point of Love! Or has ever ern you that abfolute 
“ Pleafure Uhave but faintly and imperfectly ctefcrib’d 
“ and feel continually flowing from my inviolable 
“Love! But, be ingenuous, as | am, who readily 
“ gilow, that an unbounded Share of tender Humg- 
“ wity is the only firm Bafis of Love; but deny, that 
“ tender Humanity alone is true Love. Yam, Sir, 


Your conftant Reader, 





Conftant True-love. 


A 

In the Paper that gave Rife to this Letter, I de 
finé (from an accidental Expreffion of a Gentleman) 
true Love a Tendreffe of extreme Humanity, on 
which this Correfpondent afferts from my Words 
that Humanity is Love, and goes on to thew the 
Difference between Humanity and Love, in Oppo- 
fition to me, triumphing in an imaginary Viet 
ye me, when he has proved what no body con- 
tefted. 

Humaniry, as defined in the Paper above men- 
tion’d, is a Senfibiliry, that exerts itfelf in Behalf of 
every moving Object, but a Tendreffe, which a Mind 
bafed with extreme Humanity feels, ishighly different 
from that general Good-will to Mankind. When it 
once becomes a Texdreffe, it becomes a particular 
Pajffion, and has a particular Obje. And this Ten- 
drefle of extreme Humanity thus particularized, is 
Love in its moft texder and delicate Senfe ; it affects 
the Mind in the fame Manner Mr. Truelove found 


himfelf affected, when he fe/t what he calls Love,’ 


with this Advantage, that where a Mind is pene- 
trated with this noble Sentiment of Humanity, like 
Seed {trew’d on prepared Ground, it grows quicker 
and flronger, and is more intenfe, as well as /affing, 

In the Beginning of his Letter, Mr. Trwelove af- 
ferts, that Love is capable of exerting the whole 
Man, without the Aid of the five Senfes—This he 
calls, and very juftly, a mew Dodfrine ; but towards 
the Clofe of his Letter, he has this remarkable Ex- 
preffion, viz. my Mind was as elegantly entertained 
as my Senfes, with their Share of the Banquet. 
How to reconcile thefe two fo contrary Affertions, 
I- know not,;. the making the Union of the Body 
the Effect of the Union of the Mind, or the Effed, 
and not the Caufe of Love (as he termsit) does not 
folve the Difficulty; for tho’ it be allowed him, 
Love may be without the Union of the Body, or 
that Platonick Love is not chimerical; how a Lover 
can maintain his Paffion, without contemplating thofe 
Looks that might convey ers to him, or hearing 
the Voice that might animate, and cfoath the Sen- 
timent with Life; or in fhort, without the Inter- 
vention of any of the Senfes, is, as he fays, only to 
be diftinguifh’d by thofe that fir. felt fo romantick 
a Pajfion. 

I much queftion, if the fair Monopolift of Mr. 
Truelove’s Heart, would care to put to a Trial, 
what he fays he has experienced, and confent that 
he fhould take to his Arms fome freth Beauty, 0 
order to awaken her Idea in his Heart ; the might 
perhaps be apprehenfive his Ideas would quicken 
too faft by fuch a Trial, and would-rather chufe to 
be lefs intimate to his Mind, than to endanger the 
Shipwreck of his Body, by his too near Approach 
to the fatal Rock of Beauty. | 


ad 





Pcinted for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater nofter Row : 





Where Letters to the AUTHOR 46 


taken in. And where the former ‘Numbers may be had. 


| Prite Two-Pence. | 
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